
  

  

 April 2 & 3, 2022 

 

 
Three Good Things That Will Happen in April 

1. We will celebrate Pastor Kyle Bitter's nine years of service to St. John's. Pastor Bitter will 

be leaving us at the end of April to begin his new call as a professor at Luther Preparatory 

School. Visit www.sjtosa.org/PastorBitter for more information on contributing to a 

congregational gift and registering for the April 24 luncheon. A card box will also be 

available in the narthex beginning this weekend. 

 

2. We will hold a special voters' meeting and extend a call to replace Mr. Dave Leyrer, who 

will be leaving for Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School at the end of the school year. All 

congregation members are welcome to attend this special meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 

at 6:30 p.m. 

 

3. Our 8th graders will demonstrate their knowledge in an examination service on 

Thursday, April 21, and will be confirmed on Saturday, April 23. Please keep these young 

people in your prayers as they publicly confess their faith and express their desire to 

remain faithful to their Lord. 

 

 

Two Good Things That Happened in March 
1. Our A boys basketball team competed in the Lutheran National Basketball Tournament in 

Indiana. Although a record of 3-2 wasn't quite the way we hoped the weekend would turn 

out, the boys still had an incredible experience coming together as a team around 

basketball and God's Word. 

 

2. We began using one of the new musical settings of The Service in our weekend worship 

services. After introducing the new canticles (liturgy songs) in February, our March 5 & 6 

worship services fully rolled out this new musical setting. Moving forward, watch for this 

new setting the first weekend of each month. 

 

 

One Good Thing That You Might Not Know About 
1. This spring, several of our teachers have or will be participating in WELSSA 

accreditation visits. These visits take our teachers to other WELS schools going through 

the accreditation process and provide collaboration opportunities as well as ministry 

encouragement. 

http://www.sjtosa.org/PastorBitter


HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Early Learning Center – Now Hiring! 
Do you enjoy working with young children? Do you value working in a Christ-centered 

environment? Are you a WELS member at least 18 years old? Our Early Learning Center is hiring 

a K2 teacher's aide for the 2022-23 school year. Contact our ELC director, Rachel Wendland, at 

elc@sjtosa.org or 414-453-9322 for more information, a position description, and an application. 

 

School Track Meet Volunteers Needed 
We’re looking forward to our grade school track and field season, and we’re in need of volunteers 

to help with the three meets that we host! The meets are on Tuesday & Wednesday, May 10 & 11, 

from 4:00 – 6:30 p.m.  and Saturday, May 14, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. We have jobs for all skill 

levels, from raking sand pits to judging relay exchange zones and much more. To volunteer, e-mail 

Steph Goede at stephgoede@gmail.com. 

 

Lutheran Women's Missionary Society Spring Collection 
TODAY, Sunday, April 3 – Representatives from Lutheran Women's Missionary Society (LWMS) 

will be collecting free-will donations after each worship service. Generous support from many 

congregations will allow LWMS to support mission activities both nationally and world-wide. 

Donations may be made via cash, check (make payable to St John's and marked LWMS), or online 

at www.sjtosa.org/giving. Thank you for your support! 

 

Lent Worship Opportunities 
Wednesday, April 6 – Join us for our midweek Lent worship at 3:30 or 6:45 p.m. with a 

fellowship meal between services from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. The menu theme for April 6 is Italian 

night, and a salad bar and soup will also be available. Visit www.sjtosa.org/Lent for a complete 

schedule of Lent and Easter worship opportunities. 

 

Friends in Fellowship 
Tuesday, April 5 – Please join us as we welcome Pastor Joshua Martin from St. John’s in Jefferson 

for a presentation on the “European Civilian Chaplaincy.” Pastor Martin served nine years as the 

ECC chaplain. Coffee/tea and dessert will be provided; please bring your own lunch. Lunch and 

fellowship will begin at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall followed by the presentation at 12:45. 

Bring a friend; all are welcome. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org/video 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church | 7809 Harwood Ave | Wauwatosa, WI  53213  

414-258-7831 | church@sjtosa.org 
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Sermon Study Growth Groups  
Beginning the week of Sunday, April 17 – We’re kicking off another round of Growth Groups this 

spring! These small groups gather in the homes of St. John’s members to discuss and analyze the 

week’s sermon theme and focus using a prepared study guide. Growth Groups also provide 

opportunities for fellowship and meeting other St. John’s members. Watch for more information 

and a sign-up in the next couple of weeks, and contact John Warnke at 920-471-5480 or 

john.m.warnke@gmail.com with questions. 

 

AROUND THE WELS 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran College Theatre Production 
TODAY, Sunday, April 3 and Friday–Sunday, April 7–9 – Wisconsin Lutheran College’s Theatre 

Department presents "Barefoot in the Park," by Neil Simon. Tickets are $12 each and can be 

purchased by visiting www.wlc.edu/2022-Barefoot or calling the Box Office at 414-443-8802. 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School Spring Sacred Choral Concert 
Sunday, April 10 – The WLHS Choral Department will present their Spring Sacred Choral Concert 

at 7:00 p.m. in the WLHS auditorium. This is a free, general admission event. The concert will 

feature sacred music by the A Cappella Choir, Freshman Choir, Inspiration Vocal Jazz, Chamber 

Choir, and Jubilation Handbells. 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School Work Days 
Do you have yard work or spring cleaning that needs to get done such as hedge trimming or 

window washing? Consider hiring hard-working members of the WLHS student council for a few 

hours for a free-will donation. All money raised will go towards the 2021-22 WLHS mission 

project of Malawi and Grenada. Work days will be held on any Saturday or Sunday from April 9 & 

10 through May 7 & 8, excluding Easter and Mother’s Day. To request a team, please email 

workdays@wlhs.org and include your name, address, phone number, the work you need 

accomplished, and the day(s) this work could be completed. 

 

Lutheran Women's Missionary Society Spring Rally 
Saturday, April 23 – The LWMS Metro South Circuit invites you to attend their spring rally at St. 

Jacobi Lutheran Church in Greenfield (8605 W Forest Home Ave). The rally runs from 7:45 a.m. – 

12:45 p.m. and features a presentation titled “Crossing Bridges: A Guide to Intercultural 

Outreach” by Pastor Timothy Flunker from the WELS Board of Home Missions – Hispanic 

Outreach. 
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WELS Lutherans for Life “Sip for Life” Event 
Friday, April 22 – You’re invited to “Sip for Life,” an evening of wine tasting, dinner, and raffles 

benefitting the WELS Lutherans for Life pregnancy medical clinic. Join us at 6:00 p.m. at the Grace 

Center (250 E. Juneau Ave., Milwaukee) to learn about and support WELS Lutherans for Life. For 

details and to register, visit Alife2.com/sip-for-life or contact Julie at jschoenrock@apsmke.com 

or (414) 727-8716. 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Scurry 
Saturday, April 30 – The Seminary Scurry has become a tradition to which WELS members from 

all over the area are invited to the Seminary for some family fun. The morning includes a 5k 

walk/run, 1/2 mile kids’ Scurry, a bounce house, face painting, tours of the campus, and a free 

lunch for everyone registered. Registration is $20 for adults and free for everyone 18 and under. 

Register soon to make sure that we have your t-shirt ready by race day. For more information, 

visit our Scurry webpage at www.wisluthsem.org/seminary-scurry-2022. 

 

 

Council Project of the Month: WLHS Mission Trip 

Help send Wisconsin Lutheran High School students on national and 

international mission trips to teach VBS, lead sports camps, teach 

English, and more. Funds are needed for transportation, living 

expenses, and supplies. To contribute, please visit 

www.sjtosa.org/giving or make checks payable to St. John’s. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Budget to Actual Comparison  
  Budget  Actual  Difference 

July 1 – March 22:  $ 848,468 
 

$ 837,769 
 

     $ (10,699) 

March 23 – 31:  $ 24,995 
 

$ 16,346 
 

        $ (8,650) 

Year-to-Date Totals:  $ 873,463  $ 854,115  $ (19,349) 

 

 

Worship Schedule Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Study 

Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  For details and other spiritual growth opportunities,  

Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) see the narthex bulletin board or visit  

Communion is offered the first and third www.sjtosa.org/BibleStudies 

weekends of each month 
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